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INTRODUCTION

Terrorism, (from the Latin word terrarfear, horror), as such
does not present any new phenomena. It exists from the times of
ancient Greece and ancient Rome. Organized groups of people
used terrorism as a means for political struggle in secular and rel
gious life. It is widely used during periods of transition in social
and political developments of society and the state.

The first testimonies on the us-
of terrorist methods on thertéory
of the modern Middle East date bac
to the first century A.DThey pe-
tain to a radical wing of the religiou:
sect of $carii (from the Latin word
sica- a short curved dagger that i
in accordance with ritual, used tc
kill opponents). Dting the years 66
73 A.D., the Sicarii were active ir
the Foman province of Jugh
(southern Palestine), where the
fought against Roman rule as well «__ Source:http://nic-pnb.r.
representatives of Jewish aristocracy who collaborated with the
conqueors. During the holidays, the Sicarii would mix into
crowds where they would find and kill their targets, thetehus-
ing the povoked panit.

In the Middle Ages, terrorist methods were actively used by the
Asassini on Pakginian territory, instigating a number of myths
and legends related to them. Their list includes several doZen kil
ings of highranking politi@l officials, reigious officials, and

LN. A. Cernyadyeva International terrorismiThe origin evolution actual issues of
legal opposition f onograph2016.P.10



eight rders. Such killings today would be qualified as political
assassinations carried out by teists, who are ready to face death
in the name of an idea.

In the nineteenth century, terrorist methods began teabtly
used by anarchists and a number of nationalist czgans. In
the 20th century, terrorism had already become a global problem.
From the second half of the 20th centuryrdests had begun to
adopt the latest scientific and technotzd develpments, actively
use the media, and then, with the emergence of the Internet; cybe
space.

Over the past few ae
ades, the Middle East has
been one of the most unstable
regions in the world. There is
the problem of Paftine, as
well as unesolved territoral
problems, border disputes
that continually persist, the
worsening issue of watee+
sources, and high population
Source:http://www.tvc.ru growth, in the context of the
inability of the gwernment to secure jobs for citizens aalp of
work. This causes the growth of radicaltatiies in so@ty, which
terrorist groups use skillfully, and in this way equate themselves
with active plgers in politcal processes.

The beginning of the scalled Arab Spring is an obvious nian
festation of the above. The protests held in Tunisia in Dbee
2010, concerning demands to improve the secanomic sita-
tion of the population, turned into national okwtions in many
Arab countries of North Africa and the Middle East, with the aim
of political reforms and regime change. However, very quididy

2N. A. Cerryadyeva International terrorismThe origin evolution actual issues of
legal opposition f onograph2016.Pp. 2021
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terrorist organizations ¢gb-abeé
vert it to their goals.

From the very beginning, some external forces believed that
the activities of nosstate actors engaged in armed ggta against
the legitimate government coutmbntribute to the achievement of
their geopolitical goals. According to a mber of sources, the
United States and its allies from the European Union and tde Mi
dle East have provided financial and militaeghnical assistance
to certain rebel groups arade helping to establish camps for the
training of militants. Often these funds were at the disposal of te
rorist organizations, and trained fightérsin their service.

This first weakened the ability of state structures to provede d
fense to attacks bterrorists, and then began the process sf di
mantling of a number of states in the redidnin the Middle East,
the largest losses were suffered by Syria, Irag and Yemen. In
North Africai Libya.

Modern terrorist organ wy
zations operating in the Mk _

equipped people hsessed ks
with an idea. They are well}
organized structures, with
diversified international ao- &
nections, multimillion dollar

revenues, internal division:
of responsibilities and area: o
of operation, with their own Source: lifepics.rnt

% Souad MekhenneThe terrorists fighting us now? We just finished training them.
The Wasington Pos 2014. August 18 https://www.washingtonpost.com

4 Brian Katulis, Peter JuulU.S. Middle East Policy at a Time of Regional
Fragmentation and Competition. Center for American Progress. 2014. dune.
WWw.americanprogress.org

® Fragmented visions of Midel East prevail on the last day of the Munich Security
Conference2017.February 1908 https://www.dw.com
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recruitment systems, training camps, warehouseskshops,
medical facilities, laboratories for creating weapons, @&ipé ma-

terials and devices, chemical weaponry andsqus, their own
means of communication and trangption, etc.

Terrorist organizations are constantly looking for new forms,
methods and techniques of action that allow them to carrytout a
tacks of enormous propns and impact. They learn from each
other, exchange expences and try not to repeat the mistlof
their predecessors. Leaders okernational terrorist structures
have learned to effectively manage their terroristvoeks, often
located far from the Middle East region, using all available means
of communication: from liaison agents to satelitenmuni@tions
systems and the global Intef.

5 An introductory speech by the director of the FSB of Russia, the chairman of the
National AntiTerrorism Committed\.V. Bortnikov at the XV meeting of heads ofesp
cial services, law orcement agencies. Bulletin of the RF National AFrgrrorism
Committee no. 2{15} 2016. A.1. 8 http://nac.gov.ru
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MAJOR TERRORIST GROUPS

The main norstate actors who use terror to achieve their
goals in the Middle East, and who have played or continue to
play an important role in the radical transformatafrihe egion
are:

i¢cANusra Fronteé (
or ¢ J aNudrailtAhl at§ h a m ecto-(
ry Front for the People of the Levarit)a
branch of Al Qaeda in Syria (from Jul
20167 ¢ JDlat Fatah aB h a me ; o]
28, 2017, the creation of theerw ayait

TahrirakShamé umbrell a organizati on
fighter sbhat Fatant dbd ammé a ¢Hlaiqwma , alcJ ay
aksSunnaé and a number of others,
iclslamic Stateel D kno
¢l sl amitee Df | r aspmia VIIGININe . ¢!
State of Iragqg and cl s e

ragandaS h ame) ;
icMusl im Brotherhag
Musl!l i mé) ; and ¢l sl amic ade
named on the special federal list of orga
zations that the courts of the Russkaader-
ation have dclaredasterrorist
iclslami"c jihadé
The I sl ami c o-N v 311
was formed in [@cember 2011 in Syria a
the Al Qaeda branch in the country. The founders were: Abu M
hammad alulani (a Syrian dizen), Abdul Mohsen Abdullaho-

"Website NAC RES http://nac.gov.ru
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rahim atShariq (a Saudi Arabian citizen and a relative of Osama
bin Laden), Hamid bin Abdallah -@lli (a Kuwaiti citizen with a
doctorate dgree from the University of Edinburgh, Scotland) and
Abu Yusuf AFTurki (who came to Syria from the city of Bursa
Turkey). On June 20, 2012 -Husra announced its founding cha
ter on the Internet. They proclaimed that their main aim is tbd-esta
lish the rule of Alah in Levant.

The | eader oNushaee ciabhbdu b
Julani (real namés Usama aHadawi). He studied medicine at a
state university in Damascus. He quit his studies in 2005 and went
to Iraqg where he became a member of Al Qaeda and a close friend
of Abu Bakr alBaghdadi, the future seffroclaimed caliph of the
Islamic State. US forcesni Iraq arested AlJulani in 2007 and held
him in prison until 2008. He returned to Syria from Iraq in 2011 by
the orders of Islamic State leader Abu BakBabhdadi, to orga
ize an armed struggle against the regime of BashassddA Al
Julani soon aftefounded alNusra.

In 2011, alJulani pledged loyalty to the leader of Al Qaeda,
AymanatZawahi ri , an-Nut heane gndoffidinh a t
branch of Al Qaeda in Syrla

Al Qaeda leaders have stated that the main goal of theiorgan
zation in Syria isthe overthrow of the legitimate gernment of
the country and the creatiiton o
ry. Terrorist methods and armed conflicts were selected for this
purpose. The targets of attack were state utitits, state symbols
and thestate border. Ethnic and igious cleansing had become a
common phenoenon. The country's constitution and laws ceased
to be wvalid-Nunsrtahée ogleabahhatonalz o
legitimacy, ader, the state border and its regime were completely
distorted.

8 sami Moubayedunder The Blacklag. 2015. P. 256
% Brian Arkton, Amateur Researchéthy does ISIS hate @usra // Quora. 2015.
September 12 https://www.quora.com
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I nitiall yNusgJlaaebhwas aflocused on
against the regime. When taking over new territorieshstaaned
from establishing control over local government and full control
over the population. Accding to some Western experthjs was
done to prevent an immediatg re ct i on of -Nublke& a¢J a
by other opposition groups and tloeadl population.

However, by as early as July 2014, the group had established
governing bodies on territory that it held under itsitcol, and
took over resolving military, humanitarian, religious, financial,
mediation and other issues. Shariat courts, religious police, and
prisons appeared in numerous places. This resulted in the fo
mation of thesec al | ed cadmini stratab-on of
tal-ManategalMuharara) as a management structure ittlese
ments on territories that have been violently taken over by the
Syrian government. Esp
cially in Idlib and its neig-
boring cties (Ariha and Jisr.
al-Shughur), the authdres
that were formed bythe
cJabhBHusralé
their dforts at aganizing the
swply of electricity, water,
and the removal of ghage.
They also taxed the loca SourceE AP
popuktion®®.

The exact numb-Hu s roafe cfloarbmhaatti oa
known. According to again data, the nundy of fighters within
these formations reached 25,000 by August 2017, and they were
active in more than 70 armed groups. According to data from the
Headquarters of the Russian Armed Forces fogust 2017, its
ranks numbered about 15 thousandpbe at th& point. In addition
to Syrian citizens, there were also foreign fegs from around 80

0 Charles Lister Profing Jabhat aNusra. Brookings Institution. 2016.
https://www.brookings.edu



countries. Accating to the leader of the group Abu Mohammad
al-Julani, the nmber of foreign fighters has reached about806
of the total number in all the forations.

Al-Nusra has been a branch and loyal member of Al Qaeda
since its inception. In July 2016, Al Qaeda gave Al Nusna pe
mission to officially terminate their relations (to declare its i
dependence) in order to achieve higher goalsJu\ani subs-
guently announced the discontinuation of relations with Al
Qaeda and the alteration of the nameé\abkra to Jabhat Fateh
al-Sham. The aim was to presentNuisra as a legitimate rebel
group and thus gains the support of the local population bnd o
tains unhinderedunding from inteested Gulf States. However,
the change of name was to no avakven under a new name,
al-Nusra remained an international terrorist organization-co
nected to Al Qaeda.

The Islamic terrorist organization, which later became
known ans c¢clSslaaeée (1 S) h a siaryb e e 1
2006 till October 2006 as a result of the merging ofesal ral-
ical Sunni formations led by the Al Qaeda branch in Iraq. Then,
the name was <¢the I slamic St a
leader was JordamaalZarqawi. The founding charter, named
¢cthe Announcement for H uslamaion i t
St at ee, was adopted at the san
of taking over the Sunni part of Iraq and turning it into a ralit
rized Islamic state.

Abu Bakr aiBaghdadi,

(real namas Ibrahim Awwad
Ibrahim alBadri, a Sunni
from Iraq), one of the leaders
of Al Qaeda in Iraq, became
the ISI commander in 2010.
_ Al-Baghdadi studiedslamic

y studies at a state iversity in
Baghdad and earned a PhD
degree. ¢ was captured by
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the US Army in January 2004 and was imprisoned urdtehber
of the same year.

I n April @mM3c tSSheatel of Il ragqg
(ISIL), led by alBaghdadi, was created by the merging of al
Qaeda branches i nd damiag @mnat eyof o
¢cJabhNutsralé. The aim of this org
Islamic state on the territories of Iraq, Syria and Lebanomwedo
er, alJulanimadeanmm ounc e ment tNhuastr agJ ab [a
recognize al Baghdadi's dershp, but remained loyal to al @a
da's leader Ayman -alawabhiri, after which aNusra continued to
act independently. At the same time;Zawahiri anounced that
ISIL does not act as a branch of Al Qaeda, which led to the spli
ting of the jihadist movemer Syria to two groups that werd-o
ten in armed conflict until the meeting of-&llani and al
Baghdadi in Mvember 2014, when an agreement was reached
about the temination of hostility. ISIL continued to operate in the
territories of Irag and Syria.

In June 2014, ISIL terrorists launched a massive offensive in
Iraq and took control of several oil fields and the cities of Mosul
and Kirkuk. Several divisions of the Iragi military, a plethora of
30,000 people, fled to vastly inferior terrorists (accordingldta
from Western sources, there were no more than 1,000 terrorists);
they handed over their weapons which they had received from the
Americans, including heavy digry i tanks, artillery, armored
combat vehicles, ansircraft weapons and huge ammuonitisyp-
plies.

On June 29th 2014, ISIL
announced the creation ©
t hesl a&mi c Cal
the ocapied territories of
Irag and Syria, and leader ¢
the organization Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi was etlared
Caliph. At the same time, ¢
decision was made toe+ Source: Reuters1
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namet he group atmi ct IS¢ a¢ le e . Al Q
this act, marking the final break between them and ISIL, as well
as the beginning of their struggle for primacy in the jihadist
movement.

There are significant differences in tactics between Al Qaeda
andISIL. Al Qaeda gave preference to a virtual war on the global
scene against distant enemies, while ISIL leads a real war on the
ground, focusing on internal enemies, pnilyaShiite, Alawites,
and others that are consihéejred
hadists. Ideologically, Al Qaeda is most influenced by the-ide
|Ogues of thn rMircel i m
Brother hoode, ys QE :

Azam, while ISIL is a f6 8
lower of the fundamentalist §§
Wahhabi moement whose
most prominent religious
ideologiss were Ahmad ibn
Hanbal (8th cetury), Ahmad [
ibn Taymiyya (13th century) i&
and Muhanmed ibn Abd al
Wahhab (18th century)in Photo: Bet#AP
honor ofwhom ths ideology was named.

According to estimates cited by the CIA, the number of ISIL
members during the perlod of its risesnabout 30 thousand quee,
» while Iragi authorities declare
| that it was a figure of 200
thousand. According to the
estimates of the Ministry of
Defense of the Rasian Feler-
ation for December 2015,
ISIL numbers counted to 60

: thousand people. At that time,

Source: Reuters citizens of more than 80 caou
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tries, including about 2,000 Russian citizens, fought in terrorist
ranks.

According to data for January 2018, the total number of ISIL
members in Syria and Iraq is in a range of 20 to 30 thousand pe
ple, evenly distributed betwa the territory of both countries)-i
cluding several thousand foreign fighs-".

MUN report on ISIL, AQ and associated groups(July). &
http://undocs.ords/2018/705
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STATISTICS OF EXTREMISM

The participation of foreign fighters in military operations of
various terrorist groups is one of the reasons of londstgreivil
wars in he territories of Syria and Iraq, as well as numerou$- civi
ian casualties.

KASACHSIAN

USBIKISTN KIRGISIEN
CEORGIEN| 0
AERBAIDSEHAN CHINA
100

ISTAN o TADSCHROSTAN

—— LFENBERESTE

Source: Conflict News, 3%f November 2014
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Unlike the local fighters in these terrorist organizations (who
try to prevent the destruction of local settlements in which their
relatives and friends live and who initially avoided participating in
public executions) nothing stopsréign fighters. According to the
disclosure of some fighters who came to Syria from Westeln Ba
kan countries, they claim to have repeatedly witnedisedierce
cruelty of faeign fighters, which they did not even face during the
bloody civil wars in former Yugoslavia Executors who cut off
the heads of their victims in front of cameras were mainiyeais
of foreign countries.

The first foreign fighers appeared in Syria in 2012, and in Iraq
much earlier. According to Western data for June 2014, only in
Syria there were already about 12,000 foreign nat®ofrom 81
countries in various extremist groups, and in early 2Z0Ebout
31,000 foreign fightes from 86 countries.

Fore'Sn flghters l n Between 27,000 to 31,000 foreign
. fighters from 86 countries,
Syr' a and I ra q say New York-based Soufan Group
FORMER :'Eﬁy; “3?1“
SOVIET WESTERN
REPUBLICS EUROPE
NORTH BALEANS 5.E ASIA
AMERICA
280 875 900 4,700 5,000 8,000 8,240

Source: AFF, The Soufan Group I I i

Source:https://www.middleeasteye.na8" of January 2016

12 Jovo Martinovic Bal kan Ji hadis Return, Disillu
BalkanIn-sight. 2017. August 1B www.balkaninsight.com
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The number of foreign fighters in Syria and Iraq varies year by
year. In the summer of 2014, almost half of them were indaigl
who came to the Middle East from France, Great Britain, Belgium
and Germany. The marginalization of local immigrant comimun
ties, especially from North African countries, played a major role
in the radicalization of young people and influenced thesistbn
to join the jihad in Syria and Iraq.

When it comes to the danger of returning fighters, it is stece
sary to mention that they have a rich experience of war, including
the production of hanthade explosive devices, as well as aonti
ued contad with terrorist organizations. This category actively
uses Iits ctemagagaohsti ghnfi del
the core of radicalgtion.

A particular problem for which a solution has not yet been
found is the children who went to Syria with theirgras or were
born there. For example, according to data for titenran of 2018,
there were about 80 children
from Kosovo and Mtohija, of
which 30 were born inilpadist
camps®

Regarding foreign fighters
from countries of North Africa
and the Middle East, Tisian
citizens were the largest comi
gent, followed by the Saudis and
Source: https://www.pravmir.ru the Jordanians. There were

many citizens of Turkey, as well
as a significant number of figgrs from Morocco, Lebanon and
Egypt. Among the countries of Southeast Asia, the meguért
were citizens of Indonesia andadysia.

The Uighurs, who prefer to fight as part of their own-fo
mations, keep to themselves. There are immigrants from Xinjiang

13 Serbeze Haxhiaj, Elvis NabolRarents of Albagin | S1' S ¢Martyrseé
to Grief // Balkan Insight. 2018. January. 8 www.balkaninsight.com
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Uygur Autonomous Region of China among them, as well as pe
sons from numerous Uygur diaspetaving in various contries of
the world.

Uighur fighters in Syria are mainly members of the armed
cEast Tur kest an group Theimexact ndibenise me n t
not known. Estimates vary from 2,000 to 5,000 tegh. Unlike
other foreign figters whojoined atNusra or ISIL, the Ulghurs
established their own fo s ‘
mations. They worked sep _ ‘.
rately from other groups, bu:

terrorist and amtgovernment
formations.
For example, in AIeppo _
the formati e nél
stane f o udgbftAl
Qaeda. In the fighting that
took place in this city, the Uighurs lost about 300 tiegh. Their
citizenship and countries of origin have not been precisely-dete
mined. According to Syrian modse oppositionthere are U-
ghursamong themwho arec i t i zens o fepublisef Peoj
China, as well as Uighurs from numerous foreign diasporas. A
cording to the statements of these same representatives ofithe Sy
an moderate opposition, some places appeared where Uighur fa
ly members live compactly ithe pravince of Idlib.
Since 2014, the inflow of
§ fighters from Russia, Aze
M paijan, Georgia, Kazak-
| stan, Kygyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbek
stan has increased. Mea
while the number of foreign
fighters from Russia is gt
nificantly lower compared
to Eumpean countries and

Source: http://annanews.infi

Source: http://rusnext.ru



many Muslim countries,ncluding postSovietRepublicsstates

By the end of September 2015, with the launch of the active
phase of Russiads Air Force o
preventive action of Russian special servjcdse number of
fighters with Russian passports in Syria and Iraq began decrea
ing drastcally.

In the beginning, it was mostly young people that came to
Syria and Iraq to participate in military operations on the side of
various extremist formations, ardter came entire familié$
According to the Eurasian Analytical Club, the main reterui
ment networks in Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and South Khazak
stan wer e tlhman KRuklharti éalkdard ¢
ri e groups. They act edshaTalibanh e
Sureé (baseidtian) Nan d\ucsBraakeh a(tS ya

According to the
General Prosecutor'sfO
fice of Tajikistan, during
the first months of 2016,

. around 1,000 citizens of
. the country were in the
ranks of extremist groups
in Syria and Irag.
Gulmurod Khalimov, the
Gulmurod Khalimoy former chief ofthe spe-
Source: akhborus.com cial police units (OMON)
was anong them

According to data from the pu
approximately the same number of emigrants from Uzbekistan.
One of them, Abdulkadir Masharipov,illed 39 people and
wounded more than 70 civilians on January 1, 2017 in a nightclub
in Istanbul. In June 2016, more than 40 people were killed during a

“I'nternational seminar c¢Countering | S:
tivese. Or é nMaterialg of th@ Oehtfe .of Scientific and Anatyi Infor-
mation, Institute of Oriental Studies RAS.
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terrorist attack at an Istanbulaort. One of the three attackers was
an emigrant from Ebekistan.

According to official data, about 600 people fromréyzstan
went to Syria and Irag. From 2010 to 2016, only 431 inhabitants
joined the terrorists from the region of Osh.

According to the beginning of January 2017, in the province of
Idlib there was a formatn made exclusively by the Kyrgyz e
ple. They were well armed, possessing among other things-wea
ons with slencers, and riding in Japanesade jeeps equipped
with heavy machine guns. This f
Fateh alS h a méme(rf -blgsa b € ) which at tha
its name to -Shamat Tahordemal to
Kyrgyz leaders of the Idlib group actively used social media and
video hosting services Y@ ube.

Since 2014, the number of women recruited into terrorist
groups has risen considerably. Gspondingly, according to
2015, one third of about 500akakhstani citizens who went to the
Middle East, were women, mainly widows and divorced women,
who remained alone with their plems. Additionally, they were
not usedonly in support structures, but also as snipers andobom
ers. Unlike men, it was easier for women to present themselves as
civilians.

According to the situation for July 1, 2018, there were 120
men, more than 250 women, and 500 underage children fim K
zakrstan in Syria and Irag. Many of them were killed, and their
wives remained with children in the Syritnaqi zone and found
theégselves in very difficult conditions in closed camps ans- pri
on

According to data from the European Union Institute foruSec
rity Studies (EUISS), areas with a significant percentage of-Mu
lim population in the Western Balkans, such as Bosnia anceHerz
govina, Albania and the southern Serbian province abio and

5 Will the wives and children of Kazakhstani IS fighters be returned haois
SeptembeR5. 8 https://www.zakon.kz
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Metohua belong to the top

Ve cexporters
flghters to the Middle
E a % @&ccording to the
same source, about 1,000
people from the Waéern
Balkans have been found to
be in the ranks of various
armed groups in Syria and
Irag, primaily in IS and
groups that follow the idéogy of Al Q aheaddai. s tg¢s
are mostly unemployed young people between 20 and 35 years of
age, orignating from rural areas.

An analysis made by E. Polakova of the College for l@ern
tional Security Studies at the
National Defense Umersity m \‘
in Washington, egarding | L3
factors and moties that m- 5? 3
fluenced the ecision of %
33,815 foreign fighters from
103 countries to go tanather 5
state to fight, testifies that thrg
previously listed character «ilff
tics are common to all of
thenmt’. Balkan fighters in Syri;

The specificity of the Source: www.senica.l
Western Balkans is reflected in the faleat it is primarily about
members of marginalized groups inigided society, with thexe
ample of the foreign fighters from other territories who went to the
Western Balkans in the 1990s, primhaBosnia and Heregovina

Source:kavkazr.com

16 Jelena Beslin, Marija IgnjatijevicBalkan foreign fighters: from Syria to
Ukraine. Riropean Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS). 2017. Jone.
https://www.iss.europa.eu

1" Elena PolakovaDriving Factors behind Foreign Fighters in Syria and Iraq. 2017.
September 1806 https://doi.org
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and Kosovo and Metohija, in ond® fight against the rulingua
thorities in Belgrad¥. This includes fighters from Afghanistan
and several Arab caotries that fought in Afghanistan during the
1980s. Many of them remain on thertry of the former YugQ-
slav republics, primarily in Bosa and Hercegovina and Meup-
nia, as well as in Albania.

Most of the 1,000 fighters who went to the Middle East from
the region of the Western Bans between 2011 and 20¢&éme
from the territory of Kosovo and Metohija (359 people) and-Bo
nia and Herzegona (323 people)that presentshe highest pe
centage per capita on the global lé¥eFor example, in the same
period about 400 foreign fighters were registered as comers from
the teritory of the Federal Republic of GermaflyFollowing Ko-
sovo and Metoim and Bosnia and Hercegovina was dania
(155 fighters), Albania (144), and Monggmo (23f%. One part of
those who went were killed, another part returned home, and some
others, according to the data for the end of 2018, were reported to
have emained in the
ince of Idlib in the ranks of
irrecancilable Syrian oppsi-
tion.

According to data e-
ceived from the Kurdish e
ple's SelDefense Squads,
after fighting for the city of
Raqga and destroying th
det achment of Source: www.zdravrussia.

18 Andrea de Guttry, Christophe Paulussen, Fresza CaponeForeign Fighters
under Interational Law and Beyond. 2016. Janudfy 5

1 Dusica TomovicMontenegro Opens Probes into ISIS Fighters, Recruiterd-// Ba
kan Insight. 2018. May 1& www.balkaninsight.com

2 sean Reynolds, Mohammed Haf8acialNetwork Analysis of German Foreign
Fighters in $ria and Irag. Terrorism and Political Violence. 2017. February 14

2L Black Banners in the Western Balkans: Jihadis in Serbia, Bosnia, Albania,
Kosovo and Macedonia / MigratienResearch Institute. 2018. Jamy 25. 0
https://www.migraciokutato.hu
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St at ee i ny, thdy aucceeaded rinr captuongmigrants
from some Balkan cauries. They were mostly Albanians from
Kosovo and Metohija, as well as fighters from Bosnia and He
zegovina.

Taking into account the aforementioned specificities in which
radicalization took @ce in the former Yugoslav regics, as well
as the context of events, it can lsswaned that these specifities
contributed to an increase in the petege of foreign fighters per
capita from the Western Balkans. In addition, about 40% mf fo
eign fightes from Kosovo and Metohija have previous dnai
records, which are also the highest percentage among foreign
fighters and can represent an additional motive fangyto the
Middle East to avoid criminal respondibi?2.

According to the Slovaknk
stitute for Strategic Policy,

there are 250 people from th .STRAT
Western Balkansamong the

5.600 foreign fighters returnec Strategic Policy Institute

to their home counies™. A number of people from Western IBa
kan countries are still in the Middle East. This is alsafiomed to

the Institutefor Oriental Studies RAS by their 8gn partnersBy

the end of 2018, it was recorded thatzahs of Western Balkan
countries were active in the detachment of the irreconcilalrie Sy
an opposition in the province of Idlib and in the territorptoolled

by the Kurdish Peple's SekDefense Squads. Among them there
are about 80 children from Kosovo andttivhija, 30 of them were
born in Syria. According to verified data, at the beginning of 2018,
more than ten women and children,mieers of faniies of forign
fighters who went to Syria from the Rashka area in Serbia, found
themselves in camps in northeastern part of thetopu

22 Jelena Beslin, Marija Ignjatijevic Balkan foreign fighters: from Syria to
Ukraine. European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS). 2017. June.
https://www.iss.europa.eu

2 Asya MetodievaBalkan Foreign Rjhters Are Coming Back: What Should Be
Done?// StratPol. 2018. February 18. stratpol.sk
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In accordance with the amended legislation in most of the
countries of the Western Balkans, fighteturnees from fieign
battlefields are subject to criminal responsibility and are aateg
rized as terrorists. This was not the case with thetdirghwho
had returned earlier. However, practice proves that it is extremely
difficult to prove participation in the war, bearing in mirnct all
potential participants traveled to countries of the Middle East
within the framework of various work or education arrangements.
In other words, a significant number of returnees from thedsattl
field is still beyond the reach of judicial or rehatation instiu-
tions of the state system. An additional problem is the family
members who were, often even against their will, taken away by
fighters because they were in complete economic and other types
of dependence on their relatives who were recruiteamily
members, especially children, need support, primarily in the o
ganization of their return. It is also necessary to provide support
to fighting persons who have returned, because they may-othe
wise rgresent the core of future radicalization.

Focusihg only on the application of legislation to returnees,
without adequate or sufficient care of those who did not willingly
find themselves in the war zone, and in the absence of a policy of
deradicalization and rehabilitation, as well as the absenceoef ec
nomic rights and opportunities, the basis for serious security
chdlenges in the future can be formed. In line with the above,
stronger cooperation is needed between countries, as well as
among state institutions dealing with security, social support and
protection issues, together with wider cooperation with local and
international civil society organizations and religious institutions.



CAUSES OF RADICALIZATION

The causes of radicalization vary from country to countigr. A

cording to expert estiates, in the countries of the CIS and the
: Western Balkans, the main

causes are the following da
tors: youth unemployment;
corruption that is present in
the government stotures, as
well as in enforcement ble
ies; growing gap in the s
ty between the ritc and poor
(naturally angry) people. All
of this pesents a fertile

Source: vestikavkaza.ru ground for the emergence of
radical ideas about the mganization of society, which are as old
as the world itself: cto thkke

ené and yhingandde i eeeér

Broken people are good material for those who (acting from
the shadows), and under the pretext of tloegation of Islam, use
them to achieve personal and selfish goals, in order to gam-unli
ited power in order to extract maximum profit. $happlies not
only to Syria, Irag, Libya, but also to Kosovo and Metohija,
Chechnya and other regions of the world.

Where state authorities are weakened or generally ineffective,
it is easier to ¢ the@ddetiowand sale us
of narcdics, human trafficking (modern slavery) and the tr&ffic
ing of human organs, looting and selling of cultural and amhae
logical artifacts, or illegal oil trading. The turnover of such a-bus
ness that takes place over bloodshed in Syria and Irag reaches
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adronomical sums. ANusra, for @ample, kidnapped 13 nuns in a
monastery in the ancient Christian city of Maaloula in central Sy
la in December 2013, and according to some reports it received
$16 million for their ransom and release under Qatar mediation.

Of course, the extremists project a very positive image about
themselves. Their recruiters use traditional methods, as well as
public media, blogospheres, and social media. At the same time,
members of extremist ideologies clearly succeed in applying the
propaganda principles of t h-e Hit
strous the lie, the easier it is to believe. Their order of thimgs i
plies opposing obvious facts insiging that black is white, and
that white is black.

Owing to terrorists the Internet has be@the mostmportant
instrument for forming ultre@xtremist views of the world. e
sites for almost all international terrorist organizations are active,
and their material of terrorist and extremist orientations isbpu
lished in more than 40 languagesrrbests actively use new tee
nologies and software products that allow them to encode cemm
nication and information transfer, thus ensuring their anonymity.

The motives of people who want to join thdremists in Syria
and lIraq are different: ideologicand religious indoctrination, pe
sonal gain (as primary on
tives), or desire for adventur
(there are those who, withou
realizing the essence of whg
is happening, come to th§
Middle East as amantics,
and leave, if they are lucky
enough to stay alive sagamy-
sters and Kkillers who havt
smelled human blood belie
ing that they will remain -
punished). Among those who plan to go to Syria and Iraq, there
are many criminals and pathological killers incapable of living
normally without crulty and vblence agaist others.

Source: vestikavkaza.
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In recent years, terrorist attacks in Western Europe have been
caried out mainly by persons with criminal records who have
been subjected to the process of Islamic radigshiz in prisons.
These are the cases with th&aeker in the Jewiskchool in the
French city of Toulouse in 2012, with one of the attackers in Paris
in 2015, with the terrorist who attacked the Cimnigs market in
Berlin in 2016, as well as with the terrorist who ésponsible for
the attack on the Christmas festivaStrasbourg 2018.

According to the testimony of a fighter from Macedonia who
was lucky enough to return from Syria alive, the main motive for
his recruitment into the dllusra ranks and his departure to the
Middle East was money. He had experience in fightin the te
ritory of former Yugoslavia and he was therefore promised $2,000
a month, as well as benefits from robbing the civilian population.
The highest sum of money he earned was from the smuggling of
cultural artifacts from Syria that he sold in Teyk Members of his
group were mainly citizens of Western Balkan countries and the
Caucasus region. Their fundamental goal was ideritital make
as much money as past®*,

West Point, US Military Academy, conducted a survey bs po
ing the question: is riglion the main rotive for the departure of
foreign fighters into the ranks of various terrorisganizations?
1,200 people were surveyed from manyntaes that have been to
the Middle East or are willing to go there. The vast majoety r
sponded that rigion is not the main motive that influenced their
choice. The leaders of terrorist orgaations, in fact, prefer those
who have a very vague idea of gabn.

A significant part of foreign fighters is those who for sonee re
son were offended in their hotaads by corrupt officials, or lost
their way in life, and thus believed in the justice and equal mppo
tunities promised to them by thgteemists.

24 Jovo Martinovic Bal kan Jihadis Return, Disil
Balkan Insight. 2017. August 1&. www.balkaninsight.com
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Foreigners are most often used
as ccannon fodder e.
examples can be cited. Islamic
State leadersma field commanders
from the Al Qaeda structures in
Syria do not have much mercy for
foreign fighters, especially for it
ghurs and those who came from
Central Asia and the Western IBa
. _ kans. An obvious example: dng
Z'FC?QZLES‘E'E’S;SN'A Wire/ the battle for the Syrian city ofd<

banein the summer of 2014, at

first, newly arrived CIS immigrants were treated by the field
commaurlers like slaughter sheep. The result: dozens of dead. For
ideologistsextremists, saalled infantry, mcluding immigrants
from the CIS and the Western Balkarss plain wasted material.
Unfortunately, this is notnderstood by those who are going to the
Middle East to fight for the interests ohets.

Those who are beginningss
to realize that they are bein
exploited, and are trying t0 ge i
out of the game, extrests 4_,_,.
subject to demonstrative &x
cutions (including mass exec g
tions), proclaming them as
traitors and agents of foreign
special services. They have Source: aranews.org / Arane
punished people by cutting off their heads, arms, and legs, burning
them and suffocating them. Furthermdiegy did this not only in
the ¢lslamic Statee, but al-so ir
ogy of Al Qaeda. I n Syri-8ahamerro
CAhr&®&mhamle and many ot hewlsedinave
public exeations.




FUNDING OF THE JIHADIST GROUPS

The financial and logistical
support for the formation of
¢ blzat alNusr ae itallys [
done through the P& After the
breakup with the IS, Al Nusraes
cured gpnificant financial e-
sources from taxes, customs and
fines imposedon local people, a+
Photo: tengrinews.kz nations from abroad, primarily
from the Gulf countries, from the
sale of oil, sezure of property of religious minority groups, as well
as from rdberies, abductions and sgugling. They also levied a
tax on other rebel groups the Free Syian Army (FSA) that was
paid in arms and ammunition. In this wayMNlsra is believed to
have appopriated about half of the ammunition and weapons sent
to FSA in norhern Syria by some countries from the West and the
Gulf.

Part of the money was trsfierred to agents in Turkey who
bought weaponsterally all around the world. The deliveries were
made at the crossing points at the Turissfian border thatla
ready nominally existed 2" %

B Charles Lister Profing &bhat alNusra. Brookings Institution. 20168
https://www.brookings.edu

% Belal Durani Who is funding aNusra front in Syria? // Quora. 2015. September
12.8 https://www.quora.com

2’Nusra Front (Jabhat fateh -8ham) / Counter Extremism Project
https://wwwcounterextremism.com

®BTerrori stJabhgtr eNug& . ¢ Dossi er . 20 17 . 0
http://tass.ru/info/1678156
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