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SUMMARY 
 

POETRY AND PROSE IN STRANGE LANDS. 
Emigrant Urdu Literature. 

 

 

 

The humanities of nowadays attach a great significance to the multi- 

disciplinary studies in the formation and development of the diasporas. 

However, as far as literature and culture are concerned, there is a dis-

cernible lacuna albeit the humanitarian aspects of diasporic societies 

have been no less important than socio-economic and political ones. 

The book deals with the literary life of the Urdu segment of Indo-

Pakistan diaspora. 

Nowadays the Urdu literature has become a crucial component of 

the emigrant creativities in many Western countries. It has peculiarities 

and orientation of its own, but at the same time, it is closely connected 

with the Urdu literature in the Indo-Pakistani world. The diasporic Ur-

du literature plays a significant role in the self-identification of indi-

vidual Urdu-speaking emigrant as well as the diaspora as a whole. 

The book discusses such aspects as brief history of the diaspora and 

characteristics of its literary life including the activities of the creative 

circle and the recipient community. Of a considerable importance are 

literary groups aimed at consolidation of creative intelligentsia and or-

ganizing cultural life of the diaspora. Of no less value are the Urdu 

journals published in various countries of Europe and North America; 

they serve as a forum of self-expression for the community. The 

book throws light upon literary unions (Urdu Societies), as well as 

significant Urdu journals in the countries where Indo-Pakistani em-

igrants live. 

The author analyzes numerous poetic and prosaic texts to highlight 

most important trends in the diasporic Urdu literature as well as their 

major topics reflecting the problems of the community. This analysis 

made it possible to realize that the Urdu diaspora literature is a ―ШЧО 
generaЭТШЧ ХТЭОЫКЭЮЫО‖, КЬ UЫНЮ ХКЧРЮКРО СКЬ ЛООЧ ЫОХОЯКЧЭ ШЧХв ЭШ ЭСО 
first generation emigrants while the next one is usually becomes so as-
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similated by the Western society that shuns the emigrant community, 

making the host country language its own. 

Nevertheless, although the first generation of the Urdu emigrant au-

thors quits the literary arena, the gap is being filled by the new comers 

who, like their predecessors, have already had some literary experience 

back home. Thus, until the flow of Urdu-speaking emigrants from 

South Asia continues, the diasporic literature in Urdu will live by the 

ОППШЫЭЬ ШП ―ШЧО РОЧОЫКЭТШЧ‖ аТЭС ТЭЬ МКЫОПЮХ КЭЭТЭЮНО ЭШ UЫНЮ ХКЧРЮКРО 
and its rich literary legacy. 

TСО ЛШШФ МШЧЬТЬЭЬ ШЧ ЭСО ―AЮЭСШЫЙ Ь PЫОПКМО‖, ЭСЫОО МСКpЭОЫЬ, deal-

ing respectively with the diaspora itself, its poetry and prose, and the 

―AПЭОЫаШЫН‖. EКМС МСКpЭОЫ‘Ь ЭТЭХО КЧН ЬЮЛ-titles highlight the topics un-

der analysis. Bibliography features major sources and reference works 

ТЧ UЫНЮ, EЧРХТЬС КЧН RЮЬЬТКЧ. TСО ‗AppОЧНТб‘ МШЧЬТЬЭЬ ШП ЭаШ ЬСШЫЭ 
stories by Urdu diaspora writers translated by the author. Name Index 

helps the readers to navigate the text. 
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